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TEXT:  Romans 8:38-39 
THEME:  “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death!” 
 
 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38-39). 
 
Dear Citizens of the USA, but more importantly, Subjects of God’s Kingdom: 
 
 “Give me liberty, or give me death!”  Patrick Henry spoke these impassioned 
words at St. John’s Church in Richmond, Virginia, in the year 1775.  Faster 
than a Minuteman could reload a musket, these words became a battle cry in 
the American war for independence.  These words zoomed to every important 
city in the fledgling republic:  Boston, Philadelphia, Charleston, and Yorktown 
were familiar with the phrase.  However, Henry’s speech did not stop there; 
these words have continued to echo through the corridors of history down to 
our present day. 
 
More than just pithy and to the point, Henry’s, “Give me liberty, or give me 
death” is memorable for a reason:  it is true.  Freedom is worth fighting for.  
Freedom, in many cases, is worth as much as life itself.  Captivity, on the 
other hand, is tantamount to death.  A longing for freedom is written on the 
human heart and that is why these seven little words struck a nerve for the 
earliest patriots. 
 
On July 4, 1776, thirteen American colonies agreed that freedom from tyranny 
was worth the cost of bloodshed.  From then on, July 4 has been set aside to 
celebrate our nation’s independence.  From then on, July 4 has been set 
aside to remember the courageous speech that fortified the colonists—“Give 
me liberty, or give me death.” 
 
There are a myriad of courageous declarations strung throughout the 
Scriptures.  Moses confronted his people’s captor when he said, “Let my 
people go!” (Exodus 5:1).  Joshua courageously said, “As for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD" (Joshua 24:15).  The prophet Isaiah 
boldly answered God’s call when he said, “Here am I. Send me!" (Isaiah 
6:8).   
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However, the most courageous declaration the universe has ever known 
came wrapped in exceedingly humble words.  "Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing" (Luke 23:34).  "I am thirsty" (John 
19:28).  "It is finished" (John 19:30).  Jesus Christ, God himself, spoke 
these humble and inconspicuous words as he hung on the cross, paying for 
the sins of all people.  Jesus of Nazareth spoke these simple words as he died 
on a cross for your sins…and for my sins. 
 
In doing this, God made the most courageous declaration the universe has 
ever known.  Though it is cloaked in frail words, this was a mighty declaration.  
On the cross, God declared to all of creation:  “I will give you liberty through 
my own death.”  God declared, “Liberty is yours because the death is mine.”  
Liberty from slavery to sin.  Liberty from slavery to our sinful nature.  Liberty 
from slavery to the sinful enticements of this world.  Liberty from slavery to the 
devil’s lies.  On the cross, God made it overwhelmingly clear that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present now things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, could 
separate us from his love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 
This year, like every year, our nation has commemorated our freedom in a 
great number of ways—fireworks, parades, memorial services, and 
barbeques.  Maybe you ate a hot dog and relish in the freedom of these 
United States.  Maybe you heard again those words spoken more than two 
centuries ago:  “Give me liberty, or give me death.”  I hope you took the time 
to marvel in the freedom that God has gifted to our country through the 
courageous efforts of veterans.  Unfortunately, it is a freedom that can also be 
greatly abused, as we’ve seen in my lifetime—no-fault divorce, abortion, the 
proliferation of pornography, and same-sex marriage.  As St. Paul warned, 
“Do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature” (Galatians 5:13).  
I shudder to think of what abuses await our children and grandchildren. 
 
However, do not let the excitement of earthly liberty, or your disappointment in 
the abuse of earthly liberty, overshadow the excitement of our eternal liberty in 
Jesus Christ.  Earthly liberty can be a good and glorious gift; eternal liberty is 
the most glorious gift.  Our Savior-God in his pure grace has declared a 
mighty word to us, saying, “Liberty is yours because the death is mine.”  The 
freedom we have in Christ is a far greater gift purchased at a far greater 
price—Christ has bought our independence from sin, death, and hell with his 
very blood.  This is most certainly true!  Amen. 


